Schiedam, 19 August 2010

Stedelijk Museum Schiedam

Art-minded VI:

The collection of Gerhard and Mariet Roetgering. 

Own Way

12 September 2010 – 9 January 2011

From 12 September 2010 to 9 January 2011, the Stedelijk Museum Schiedam will present the sixth edition of the series Kunst uit huis (Art-minded) in which a private collection is the focus of attention. Kunst uit huis VI: the collection of Gerhard and Mariet Roetgering. Own Way displays more than 200 works besides the 66 works already given to the Museum on long-term loan, including art by Wim de Haan, Jaap Nanninga, Piet Ouborg, Jan Roëde, Jaap Wagemaker, Theo Wolvecamp and JCJ Vanderheyden, among others. The Roetgering collection has four main pillars: the Informal Artists, the Lyrical Abstract Artist, the Experimental Group and the Cool Abstraction Artists. JCJ Vanderheyden and Otto Egberts are abundantly represented in the collection. A book has been published to accompany the exhibition, giving an almost complete overview of the Roetgering collection. 

The Stedelijk Museum Schiedam’s close relationship with private collectors has a rich history. As was the case with many other Dutch museums, the genesis of the Stedelijk Museum Schiedam was based on private initiative. Major Gerrit Visser, a municipal councillor and major of the Citizen’s Militia in Schiedam, donated his collection to the city on the condition that a municipal museum would be founded. This occurred in 1899. The acquisition of the CoBrA collection, which is now the most important collection of the Museum, also displays the influence of enthusiastic private collectors, and the museum still maintains good relations with a number of Dutch collectors. In order to express this to the full, the Museum initiated the Kunst uit huis (Art-minded) series in 2005. Every year a collector is invited to show a selection from his/her collection in the Museum. For this sixth edition, the Museum has invited Gerhard and Mariet Roetgering to display their selection.

There had already been collaboration between the Roetgering family and the Museum for a number of years. It began with a request for a sizable loan for one of the exhibitions with which the Museum reopened after its comprehensive restoration in 2006. The exhibition consisted of photo portraits that the German artist Fritz Pitz had made of other artists. In the meantime, Roetgering has donated a great many of these photos to the Museum.

It is striking that the composition of the Roetgering collection is rather similar to that of the Stedelijk Museum Schiedam. Due to the substantial donation by the Altena-Boswinkel Foundation in 1999, the Museum now has a great deal of work by Otto Egberts and JCJ Vanderheyden in its collection. The first and most important core collection with which the Museum expresses itself is the CoBrA collection: the Experimental Group and the Informal Artists. Both collections comprise splendid work by Wim de Haan, Jaap Nanninga, Piet Ouborg, Jan Roëde, Jaap Wagemaker and Theo Wolvecamp. An absolute discovery by Gerhard Roetgering in this context is the work by the idiosyncratic Belgian painter Willem Van Hecke. Van Hecke is unknown in the Netherlands, but he is well represented in the collections of connoisseurs and museums in Belgium. 

Although the Museum has defined the Cool Abstraction collection as its second collection, the work of Walter Leblanc and Leo Erb is not represented there. For this reason, it is very interesting to present these artists on this occasion. The work of Leblanc and Erb belongs to the most representative of kinetic and optic art in Belgium and Germany. In the case of Leblanc, it is necessary to actually experience the work: the structure, the skin of the work becomes visible in the light. Breaking, vibration, effects of shading and claire-obscure appear in accordance with the position that the spectator adopts in relation to the work. The effect of shading and the turning of the threads give the canvas tactility as well as visualizing the materiality of the work. In the case of Leo Erb, the colour of the work is primarily white, his line objects and line objects are readily legible in spatial and in two-dimensional terms. 

JCJ Vanderheyden’s work is well represented. Gerhard and Mariet Roetgering have brought together a unique collection of this artist’s work, which allows excellent insight into his oeuvre and preferred themes: horizons, checkerboards, gateways, frames, monitors, ladders and chromosomes, all of which are abundantly present in the collection. 

Gerhard and Mariet Roetgering also have dozens of works by Otto Egberts. In his essay in the book, the artist gives insight into the genesis of his work and into the way his work relates to the work of other artists in the collection. He poses a question to the reader and, in doing so, hands over the key to his oeuvre: ‘You may ask why I write these sentences. Wouldn’t it be more sensible to stick to my own profession, and to chat securely about the paint, the gesture of the painter, the pencil line or the material? That would surely have been much more appropriate for a collection catalogue? However, if I am not mistaken, I am not only in my strange self but also in an environment that is becoming increasingly claustrophobic and less familiar. And it can be assumed that this environment, too, will gradually penetrate into my work or working method. Therefore I would find it remarkable if, of the three variables – myself, the world and work – only the last is the one that is dealt with.’

Shop

A richly illustrated book, Eigen weg. Collectie Gerhard en Mariet Roetgering will be published to accompany the exhibition. It contains 200 pages presenting an almost complete overview of the collection. The book contains essays by Otto Egberts, Cor de Nobel, Tom Roetgering, Fred Wagemans and Diana A. Wind. It is available in the Museum Shop, price € 30.

For more information, please contact the Marketing Dept. 
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Hours of Opening

Stedelijk Museum Schiedam

Tuesday to Sunday 10.00 – 17.00


Hoogstraat 112 



Closed on Mondays, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day

3111 HL Schiedam
Admission

€ 7.50
for adults
€ 3.75
discount for Pass65 and children from 4 to 12 years old

free
children under 4 years old, Friends of Museum Pass, Rotterdam Pass, Ontdekschiedamnu pas, Museum Annual Pass, Rembrandt Association and ICOM Pass

Admission is free on Wednesdays. 

